@ongress of the United States
Washinogton, BE 20515

March 14, 2008

The Honorable Norman Dicks The Honorable Todd Tiahrt
Chairman Ranking Member

Interior Appropriations Subcommittee Interior Appropriations Subcommittee
B-308 Rayburn HOB 1016 Longworth HOB

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Dicks and Ranking Member Tiahrt:

Thank you for your continuing support of the Multinational Species Conservation Fund,
the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Fund and the Wildlife Without Borders
program. We are writing to ask that you continue to support these important programs in
FY 2009. These authorized programs provide seed money for public-private efforts to
conserve wild tigers, elephants, rhinos, great apes, marine turtles, and neotropical
migratory birds. They are a small but essential component of U.S. engagement with the
developing world.

The programs funded by the Multinational Species Conservation Fund not only conserve
threatened species around the globe, they also enhance the reputation and security of the
United States by promoting stability, reducing poverty, and augmenting efforts to adapt
to climate change. These programs are aimed at “umbrella species” whose habitats are
home to a wealth of flora and fauna. They have a proven track record of protecting
important habitat while providing greater economic security for human populations in
neighboring areas.

The Fund has been particularly creative in reducing human-animal conflicts in Asia and
Africa. It has helped find new ways to deter elephants from entering cultivated areas,
preventing responses that can prove fatal to animals and humans alike. By fencing in Sri
Lankan villages, elephants are allowed to roam outside undisturbed. By stringing chili
peppers around cultivated areas, elephants are discouraged from entering and local
farmers benefit from a profitable cash crop. The Fund also provides backing for anti-
poaching programs in India, where tiger populations have plummeted in response to
illegal wildlife trafficking, and in Indonesia, where body parts of Sumatran tigers are still
found in local markets. Funding for aerial surveys in South Sudan has led to the
discovery of enormous herds of migratory animals that could provide the basis for future
ecotourism. By supporting turtle-based tourism and providing alternatives to poaching,
the Fund protects marine turtles and their eggs from being taken on nesting beaches
around the world. In the Caribbean and Latin America, more than 75 species of North
American birds benefit from Fund-supported efforts to conserve their winter nesting
grounds.
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The Multinational Species Conservation Fund enjoys enormous support from constituents
who want to see these charismatic animals protected for future generations. It is an
excellent investment by the U.S. Government that consistently leverages more than
three times as much in matching funds from conservation groups, corporations, and
other governments.

The International Conservation Budget (ICB) proposed by conservation organizations for
FY 2009 requests $2.25 million each for the Asian Elephant, African Elephant,
Marine Turtle, and Great Ape Conservation Funds, $3 million for the combined
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Fund, and $6 million for the Neotropical
Migratory Bird Conservation Fund. The ICB recommendation also includes a $1
million increase for the Wildlife Without Borders regional program, which supports
capacity building for local wildlife managers in Africa and Latin America and provides
an important complement to the Multinational Species Funds.

We ask that the Subcommittee consider the small size of these programs and the
relatively large impact they have on the survival of these remarkable creatures. We urge
the Committee to make its best effort to fund these critical wildlife programs at the levels
recommended by the ICB in FY 2009.

We appreciate your consideration of our request, and look forward to working with you.
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Sincerely,

George Miller,
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