Rep. Ellen O. Tauscher

Floor Statement – April 1, 2008
H.Res. 1021, to support the goals, ideals, and history of National Women's History Month
Mdm. Speaker, I rise today in support of House Resolution 1021, which supports the goals and ideals of National Women’s History Month and pays honor to those who promote the teaching of women’s history.
I commend the National Women’s History Project, which was founded in Northern California, for establishing the legacy of Women’s History Month; and I thank Congresswoman Woolsey, a fellow Californian, for bringing this important resolution to the Floor today.
From the earliest days of our great Republic, women have been marginalized throughout many parts of society.  But as our country has developed, so too have the rights and responsibilities of women.  In 1917, Jeanette Rankin blazed a path for women in Congress, putting the first crack in our country’s highest glass ceiling.  Only three years later, our nation ratified the Nineteenth Amendment, guaranteeing that political enfranchisement in America will never be denied due to gender.  In 1964, the Civil Rights Act extended gender protections to the workplace and beyond.  And as Members of the 110th Congress, we have the privilege to serve alongside a woman who ably executes this institution’s highest office and who is the most senior female in American political history.
However, the journey from disenfranchisement and marginalization is not complete.  Women working full time still earn 80 cents to every dollar earned by men.  In this House – the greatest representative body in the world – the number of women serving is hardly proportional to the population we represent.  
In addressing these persistent inequities, I believe we will be well served by a thorough understanding of the great strides taken by women in the past.  A study of women’s history is a study of America’s path toward greater equality and liberty.  The story of women in our country lights the way to the fulfillment of our highest ideals.   

Mdm. Speaker, this resolution honors the decision made over two decades ago to set aside time for the teaching of women’s history, and it highlights the salience of women’s history as we chart a course for the future.  I commend Ms. Woolsey for her leadership on this issue, and I urge my colleagues to join in affirming the importance of National Women’s History Month.

