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Rep. Tauscher Applauds Creation of Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming


Thanks Speaker Pelosi for Taking Action Where Bush Administration Has Failed
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The Following Statement was submitted for the record.


Rep. Ellen O. Tauscher

H.R 202

Creation of the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming


Mr. Chairman, I strongly commend Speaker Pelosi for showing tremendous leadership on this issue and creating the
Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming.  This committee will provide Congress the opportunity
to conduct important and essential oversight that is long overdue.  


I remain deeply concerned about global warming and have been appalled by the Bush Administration&rsquo;s failure to
provide any leadership on one of the most important environmental, economic, and moral issues of our time.   As the
largest producer of greenhouse gasses in the world, the United States must enact national emissions controls to curb our
country&rsquo;s contribution to global warming. 


European Union leaders are meeting this week to consider plans to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent by the
year 2020, a first step in a post-Kyoto global warming strategy that could lead to mandatory limits for cars and pollution
allowances for airlines.


While these actions are critical, the United States needs to lead in this area as Speaker Pelosi is working to achieve. It is
high time for the Bush administration to stop questioning the science behind global warming and act to protect future
generations. 


The Secretary General of the United Nations stated this week that &ldquo;the danger posed by war to all of humanity --
and to our planet -- is at least matched by the climate crisis and global warming." 


As a Representative of California, I am proud to be a co-sponsor of the Safe Climate Act which was introduced last year
and will be offered again this year.  The goal of the Safe Climate Act is to reach 1990 emissions levels by 2020 and then
to continue to cut emissions through 2050.  


In order to achieve these cuts, the Environmental Protection Agency would be instructed to set national standards for
vehicle emissions at the levels mandated by California state law, which has the strictest vehicle emissions laws in the
country.  By focusing on an increased use of renewable energy and allowing the nation&rsquo;s largest polluters to meet
new federal standards by buying and selling emissions allowances, the Safe Climate Act sets out effective common-
sense energy policies that will reduce the United States&rsquo; dependence on foreign oil while actively addressing
global warming. 


Again, I praise Speaker Pelosi for drawing attention to this important issue and working toward a solution.  


I strongly support the passage of the Committee Funding Resolution for the 110th Congress and the authorization for the
Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming.


Thank you, Mr. Chairman.










The Online Office of Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher

http://www.tauscher.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 3 January, 2009, 09:16



























###


The Online Office of Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher

http://www.tauscher.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 3 January, 2009, 09:16


