
 Tauscher Introduces Legislation to Protect Children from Death and Injury Caused by
Unsafe Cribs

Washington, DC - Today Rep. Ellen Tauscher introduced "The Infant Crib 

Safety Act," legislation designed to protect infants and small children from the 

11,000 injuries and 40 deaths per year caused by the use of unsafe cribs.  

Currently, U.S. Consumer Product Safety standards apply only to new cribs and 

not to the sale or commercial use of secondhand cribs, which cause most 

crib-related infant injuries and deaths. 




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           

                  CONTACT: Kevin Lawlor, 202/225-1880 






April 3, 2008        

                                  www.house.gov/tauscher





Rep. Ellen Tauscher 

Introduces Legislation to Protect Children from Death and Injury Caused by 

Unsafe Cribs






 





Washington, DC - Today Rep. Ellen Tauscher introduced "The Infant Crib 

Safety Act," legislation designed to protect infants and small children from the 
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"No child should suffer an injury and no family should experience the loss of a 

child because of an easily preventable accident.  By closing a dangerous 

loophole we can protect our children from defective and unsafe second hand 

cribs," said Rep. Tauscher.  "As a parent I understand the enormous concern and 

worry that comes with having small children, but when we have put them safely to 

sleep in our homes they should be exactly that - safe." 





Rep. Tauscher 

drafted the legislation to accomplish four main objectives.   





First off, the 

bill will bar crib makers from manufacturing, and commercial users from selling, 

products that do not meet the most up-to-date safety standards, including 

voluntary industry standards.  This will keep structurally unsound cribs, cribs 

containing traces of lead, and otherwise unsafe cribs off of the market, and 

will include stiff penalties for commercial sellers who willingly violate safety 

regulations.  
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Second, it will 

prohibit the use of unsafe secondhand cribs in hotels, motels, and inns.  This 

will ensure that just because families are outside of their homes their children 

and still protected by comprehensive crib regulation  





Third, it 

requires the Consumer Product Safety Commission to update its standards to 

include new rules on crib durability.  Many cribs are not built to withstand the 

stresses that active toddlers place on them, rendering older, used cribs even 

less safe for infants.  Durability standards will assure safe usage over time, 

as well as quickly identify failures in design or hardware that could lead to a 

hazardous crib.





And finally, 

the bill requires new cribs to feature labels warning against the use of 

potentially dangerous soft bedding, to remind parents of the risk of infant 

suffocation from the use of pillows, blankets, and stuffed animals.  





This bipartisan 

legislation is similar to language sponsored by Senator Dianne Feinstein and 

approved by the Senate on March 6, 2008 as part of the CPSC Reform Act.  





Lead Republican sponsor and father of two young teens, Mike Rogers of Michigan, 

applauded the introduction of the bill saying "Every parent's nightmare is the 

injury or loss of a child. Crib safety is crucial to protect our children when 

they are very vulnerable. This legislation will help parents and child 

caregivers know which cribs meet safety standards, and will set out clear 

standards for manufacturers and distributors of cribs."






Rep. Tauscher 

originally introduced this legislation in 1999 at the request of the Danny 

Foundation, a national nonprofit organization established after the tragic death 

of Danny Lineweaver of Alamo, California.  






At the age of 

23 months, Danny nearly suffocated while trying to climb out of his crib.  Danny 

caught his shirt on a decorative knob on the corner post of his crib and hung 

precariously until his mother found him and was able to perform CPR. Danny lived 

in a semi comatose state for nine years and passed away in 1993.






"So many 

families have had to live with the tragedy of losing a child to a preventable 

crib accident and so many more will if we do not pass this legislation.  This 

bill will provide assurance to parents that the crib they bring home is safe for 

their baby.  






The Infant Crib Safety Act is endorsed by a number of child safety advocacy and 

stakeholder groups, including: Consumer Federation of America, Consumers Union, 

Keeping Babies Safe, Safe Kids USA, and the National Association of Resale and 
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Thrift Shops.  A letter of support is attached.






 




The Online Office of Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher

http://www.tauscher.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 30 January, 2009, 04:31


